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In 1948, when the communists definitively seized power in Czechoslovakia, all Czechoslovakians’ lives were 
turned upside down. Because in a few years the communists banned all forms of private business, it became 
impossible to run the Grandhotel Steiner / Bohemia as before. It was nationalised without compensation 
and renamed the Hotel Praha. It was inaccessible to the public because for a long 40 years it became the 
main provider of catering services for the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.
Because the Central Committee of the Communist Party was a supreme state authority, besides pro-
viding catering services during different official visits, the hotel had to run the holiday resorts of the new 
state aristocracy, which were situated outside Prague, including the presidential summer residence in Lány. 
However, the most important events took place at Prague Castle and the Hotel Praha provided complete 
catering services for them. These events included Czechoslovak presidents’ inaugural lunches as well as the 
visits of the leading representatives of foreign countries, especially of those belonging to the socialist bloc.
However, in terms of professional skills it was a blessing in disguise.  Top-class experts with experience 
from pre-war hotels and restaurants were concentrated at the hotel. As a result, the training of appren-
tices, who began to come in the 1960s to get more experience, was at a very high level.  In fact, many of 
those trainees are now respected professionals in the hotel and restaurant business.
The Neo-Baroque Boccaccio Hall in the hotel’s basement has repeatedly been used by film-makers. In 
the popular film, Angel in a Devil’s Body (1983), it even briefly returned to the time of its greatest glory, 
i.e. the pre-war era, when the cream of society would meet in its cabaret.
A certain change happened at the beginning of the 1980s, when a new Hotel Praha was opened in Prague 
6. It was also inaccessible to the public and was used solely for the accommodation of the government’s 
guests and for different government events. Some of the employees were transferred to the new hotel. 
The old Hotel Praha started to be used as a facility for the suites of government delegations, while VIP 
guests would be accommodated at the new hotel. Ironically, the new Hotel Praha doesn’t exist any more 
as it was demolished by its owner in 2015. Thus, the Steiner / Praha / Bohemia Hotel not only survived the 
communist era but it also outlasted its successor.


